Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th October 2025. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor Mrs J Lord (presiding), G Davies, D Brain, S Todd, Mrs R Phillips and T Jones (left the meeting at 8.40pm)
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor J Nemeth, Mrs G Ffrancon (from 7.15 pm), Ms E Harper (Youth Councillor), A Richards and H Davies
Apologies:
Councillors were advised that in line with current practices, reasons for Councillor apologies would now be included in meeting minutes. Councillors absent without apologies would be designated ‘absent’
Councillor Mrs L Purcell (Family Engagement), P Temblett (Annual Leave), M Vincent (Main Employment issue), B Howells (Family illness), M Davies (Main Employment issue) 
Councillor J Watkins (absent)
12926: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord declared and interest in the discussions on George V Park as she is the Chair of the Friends group, however, as she had no material interest in the outcome of the discussion, it was permissible for her to continue to Chair the meeting.
Resolved to be noted.
12927: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 8th September 2025
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 8th September 2025 , having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
12928: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
A delegation of residents from the Western Road area of Pontardawe addressed Council as they were very concerned about speeding closer to Pontardawe, on Swansea Road. The area at the junction with Western Road and adjacent to Ynysderw House, who’s residents were elderly was particularly dangerous. They explained that there was no speed limit signs on the road.
The County Borough Members had been in discussion with Officers regarding this issue and had been advised that the average speed cameras on the Bypass road and the default 20 mph speed limit would address the issue. This had not been the case. 
Officers has also stated that they had been monitoring the position for several years however collated figures were not yet available. They had further stated enforcement of speed restrictions were the responsibility of the Police and ‘Go Safe’
Both the Trebanos and Pontardawe County Borough Members were still in discussion with Officers regarding the issues at Swansea Road
Resolved to be noted.
12929: Youth Councillor Co-option:
No applications had been received and therefore the application period had been extended 
Resolved to be noted
12930: Police Matters:
Pontardawe
July total crimes 37, August total crimes 31
For August the top four crimes were – 16 Violence, 6 Antisocial behaviour, 2 criminal damage, 2 Public Order
Trebanos 
July total crimes 5, August total crimes 7 
For Augus the top crimes were – 3 violence, 1 criminal damage, 1 drugs, 1 theft from a person
The ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ was also in progress with the neighbourhood Police being available for discussions in various locations throughout the area
Resolved to be noted
12931: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor Mrs R Phillips  
· The owner of the land adjacent to Swansea road that had experienced a land slip had been identified, action was in progress to address the issue in November
· The County Borough Member had met with Neath Port Talbot Highways to discuss several issues including speeding, parking, pot holes and overhanging branches
· The Culvert at Dan y Graig would be reviewed shortly to prevent flooding during the Winter
· There were severe issues at Graig Road with inconsiderate parking that had prevented refuse removal at YGG Trebannws. Neath Port Talbot Council would be looking at the placement of double yellow lines in this area
Councillor A Richards
· The Pontardawe Cinema at the Arts Centre was now open and had been very well received
· Neath Port Talbot Adult social services staff, had won a ‘Best innovation’ award for the use of AI to improve administration flow
· Discussions had taken place with Dwr Cymru, Natural Resources Wales and Tai Tarian to address issues
· A new dog waste bin would be placed close to Rhyd y Fro Post office as requested 
· The ticket machine at the Pontardawe Bypass car park had not yet been removed despite confirmation from Officers. Further enquiries would be made.
· There was also an issue with the remaining ticket machine at the Bypass car park, which would need to be reviewed by officers
· Council did feel that some additional signage would be beneficial at the Bypass car park to identify the direction to the town centre, cinema and retail park
Councillor H Davies
· Discussions were in progress to address issues experienced by large vehicles on Cefn Llan, due to the current road structure (roundabout)
· Discussion was also in progress to identify a solution to traffic at Ynysderw Road
Resolved to be noted.
12932: Grant Applications:
Completion statements had been received from the Pontardawe Hwb and Pontardawe Riverside. Letters of thanks had been received from the Cwmtawe Eisteddfod committee 
· Glantawe Lions – Tree of Light – Award £150
· Empower Inspire – Materials for projects for the Parenting group at Rhyd y Fro – Award £400
· Pontardawe Sport and Recreation Association – Outside Toilet Refurbishment – Award £950
Resolved that that grants of £150 to Glantawe Lions, £400 to Empower Inspire and £950 to the Pontardawe Sport and Recreation Association will be awarded
12933: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Councillor J Lord declared an interest in the discussion on the George V Park however as she had no material interest in the discussion she could continue to Chair the meeting during the discussion 
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· MUGA at George V Park –  Details of the revised proposals and plans had been available for Councillors prior to the meeting. A full and frank discussion took place on the requirements requested by Neath Port Talbot to allow the project to continue. 
Council agreed to take on the lease of the site at a cost of approximately £750 pa (they would request grant funding for this portion from Neath Port Talbot Council) – They would also take responsibility for the following maintenance – Weekly visual inspections, painting and oiling of equipment and the Annual Rospa review.
Both the Pontardawe Conservation volunteers and the Friends of King George V Park would be interested in the volunteer days (2-3 per year) to maintain the Drainage planted features, hedgerows and the cleaning of the Pickleball court surface
With regard to the design – Councils priorities in order were, 1. pickleball court, 2. Amphitheatre, 3. Gym equipment, 4. Log trail, 5. Covered shelter  
· Street Art Trail – Council agreed to the revised bilingual Town Council logo that would now form part of all media and letterheads. Further discussion would be needed for the street art QR codes
· Contractors had been employed to carry out the work on the new path at Cwmdu – This would take place in December 2025
· The application window for the Neath Port Talbot Biodiversity grant (phase 2 at Gellionen common) was open. The Clerk had submitted the application in line with Council’s Expression of Interest (No matched funding was required)
· The Management plan for trees adjacent to the Waun Gron Property boundaries had been carried out by a qualified arborist, with action also to be carried out in accordance with the risk guidance. Unfortunately, it had been extremetly difficult to obtain quotes for the work as many companies had refused to work at Cwmdu due to the topography of the area. Council agreed to contract the ARB team who had provided a quote for the most urgent work due to the proximity of the trees to private residences 
· Community Halls – Surveys were in the process of being carried out on all halls by Awel Aman Tawe. Prior to any work being carried out however all ongoing maintenance issues would need to have been completed. It was agreed to begin the process with Trebanos Hall as this was the hall with the most issues due to its age. The Clerk will obtain further information on actions required and methods of funding. (grants etc)
Resolved 
· The lease of the Muga at George V Park with associated maintenance (as above) will be agreed. Council’s preferences will also be forwarded to the project team
·  The discussion on QR codes for the Graffiti art trail will be discussed at a future meeting  
· Council ratified the submission of the Application for funding of approximately £10,000 from the Neath Port Talbot Biodiversity grant providers, for phase two of the Gellionen Common project, in line with the agreed Expression of Interest
· The ARB Team will be contracted to carry out the appropriate work in line with the management plan on the boundary trees with Waun Gron at Cwmdu at a cost of £2400
· The Clerk would identify funding (grant, public service loan, precept) for larger scale exterior refurbishment of Trebanos Community Hall 
12934: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School – Council Officers were to discuss funding with Senedd Officials shortly
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool – Plans to be discussed at Neath Port Talbot Council Scrutiny Committee at the end of October 2025
· Gelligron House & The Cross Community Centre – Held under Neath Port Talbot Council Estates department – No further information available
Resolved that Council will be provided with further information once available
12935: Place Plans:
It was anticipated that the plans would be reviewed by Neath Port Talbot Council Scrutiny Committee at the end of October 2025.
Resolved to be noted.
12936: Remembrance:
Details of the Pontardawe Remembrance Event (an open invitation had also been received to the Neath Event)
· The Service would be carried out at the Pontardawe War Memorial in its entirety
· A road closure order was in place from 10 am to 12pm (the whole of Herbert Street plus Holly Street from the junction of Tawe Terrace)
· Parading groups were by invitation only and would muster at the bottom of Herbert Steet. They would then march to the War Memorial for the Service
· All others to meet at the War Memorial itself by 10.40am
· It was hoped that Pontardawe Rugby Club could provide some Marshalls (meet at the Arts Centre at 9.30am
· Following the Event refreshments were available at Pontardawe Arts Centre and Pontardawe Rugby Club
· Details of the Event  had been made available via the Town Council social media
Resolved to be noted
12937: Blue Plaque scheme:
Councillor Jones had slightly altered the application for the Blue Plaques and preferred placements. The applications for both Harriet Lewis and Dafydd Rowlands had been submitted prior to the submission deadline
Resolved that the Clerk will distribute the altered application to Council and will advise of developments 
12938: Pontardawe Town Council Emergency Planning:
The Emergency Plan with associated actions was now operational and had been advertised via social media and the Community Mag.
The Clerk had however been advised that a list of vulnerable people could not be made available to Council due to GDPR regulations.
With regards to the Neath Port Talbot Council emergency process to assist vulnerable people, the Clerk had confirmed this was available 24/7.
Resolved that the relevant codes for the Community Halls will be attached to the Emergency WhatsApp group
12939 :Christmas 2025:
The social media and publicity campaign had begun for the event on the 28th November 2025 which would begin at approximately 4.45pm
Artemis, the Cwmtawe Choir and the GCG band had confirmed attendance. Our technical support would be discussing requirements shortly with those providing entertainment
Groups had been invited to walk within the Parade. Lliw building supplies had kindly offered the £100 prize for the best walking group. This would be decided by a Town Poll on social media
The Christmas window competition would also be decided by a Town Poll on social media (Council had previously confirmed they would fund the prizes)
We still required a Pantomime Dame as the Master of Ceremony. Councillors would also be required to Marshal the event
Santa’s grotto would be located at Pontardawe Heritage Centre.
Fireworks finale would be fired from the Bypass car park
Resolved to be noted
12940 :Crossing patrol officer – Swansea Road, Pontardawe:
Neath Port Talbot Council had recruited. They were in the process of completing DBS and other checks. A start date was awaited.
Resolved to be noted
12941 : Ynysmeudwy Park:
The Clerk had identified and applied for a small grant to assist with work required at Ynysmeudwy Park with the agreement of the Mayor. During a review by contractors however it was identified that a wall would require replacement/securing due to damage caused by a tree’s roots. The wall was currently solid however action would be required. No costs were currently available
Resolved that Council will ratify the grant application for Park maintenance. With regard to the damaged wall the following will take place:
· The tree causing damage will be removed
· The wall will be regularly checked for stability
· Action will be taken to identify methods of securing/replacing the damaged wall by contractors for review by Council.
12942 : Armed Forces Covenant:
A Policy and Resources Committee will be arranged to discuss
Resolved that a Policy and Resources Committee will be arranged


12943: Planning:
· P2025/0600: Proposed installation of an air source heat pump at 18 Hopkin Street Pontardawe SA8 4JQ
Consultation periods allowed to lapse with the agreement of the Planning Committee
P2025/0716
Applicants name: Mr Bending, 23 Gellidderw, Rhyd y Fro, Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Site location: 23 Gellidderw, Rhyd y Fro, Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Proposed Development: Demolish existing single storey kitchen extension for the construction of a proposed single storey side/rear extension
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
P2025/0674
Applicants name: Mrs Anwen Money, 27 Heol y Llwynau, Trebanos SA8 4DH
Site location: 27 Heol y Llwynau, Trebanos SA8 4DH
Proposed Development: Proposed Air Source heat pump to rear of existing property
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification

P2025/0621
Applicants name: Luke Hayward, 8 Heol y Llwynau, Trebanos SA8 4DH
Site location: 8 Heol y Llwynau, Trebanos SA8 4DH
Proposed Development: Creation of off road parking area to the front of the property with associated retaining works and steps (part retrospective)
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification 
12944: Draft Budget/Precept 2026/27:
A Finance Committee should be arranged to discuss prior to review by full Council
Resolved – That a Finance Committee will be arranged  
12945: Review of Policies:
The Local Resolution, Dignity at work, Health and Safety and Training Policy were reviewed by Councillors prior to the meeting
The Grants policy was also reviewed to determine if any changes should be considered to prevent inappropriate applications being provided for Council review
Resolved that all the above Policies will be agreed without alteration

12946 : Agreement of Internal Auditor :
Council was happy to agree to the continuation of the current internal auditor 
Resolved KLG Services will be contracted as Internal Auditor for 2025/26
12947 : Community Hall Utilities report :
Unfortunately, the report had not been provided by the Brokers
Resolved to be reviewed in the November Ordinary Meeting
12948 : One Voice Wales Meeting :
The meeting had been rescheduled
Resolved to be noted 
12949: Account Schedule 429, together with Bank Reconciliation, half- year bank statement and Budget/Actual for the half year:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 429 totalling £20476.15 together with the Bank Reconciliation, half year bank reconciliation and Budget/Actual report for the half year will be agreed in line with Standing Orders. 
12950: Letter received from Neath Port Talbot Council re Rent Review:
The Letter required agreement to retrospective land rent increases from 29th September 2013 to £605.00 pa and from 29th September 2023 to £665 pa
The letter also stated that a grant might be available to cover
Resolved that the Clerk will request why it the reviews were not conducted in a timely manner and will apply for the suggested grant
12951: Independent remuneration report 2026 :
Council was provided with the report prior to the meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that Pontardawe Town Council was a group 3 Council.
All Council Members would be entitled to the £156 mandatory extra cost payment. They could also apply for full reimbursement of Office consumables once a year in March (on production of receipts) they were also entitled to the mandatory payment for cost of care or personal assistance.
In addition, the Mayor would receive a £500 Senior Role payment together with a £450 Civic payment (total £950)
The Deputy Mayor would receive a £300 Civic Payment
No additional optional payments were authorised 
Resolved that Council will be agree the above Independent remuneration payments to Councillors for 2026 
12952: City and County of Swansea Pension policy update :
Councillors were provided with the policy prior to the meeting
Resolved to be agreed
12953: Welsh Government written statement re actions to support the role, governance and accountability of the Community and Town Council sector :
The Clerk read the written statement
Resolved to be noted
12954: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
12955: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
Swansea Road, Pontardawe issues with speeding.
Resolved that the Clerk and County Borough Member will draft a letter to Neath Port Talbot Council Highways
12956: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting would be held on the 10th November with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
