Ordinary General Meeting held on the 10th November 2025. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor Mrs J Lord (presiding), G Davies, D Brain, M Davies, P Temblett, M Vincent, Mrs L Purcell (left the meeting at 8.40pm) T Jones and B Howells (from 6.55pm) 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor J Nemeth, S Todd, and Ms E Harper (Youth Councillor), 
Apologies:
Councillor H Davies, Mrs G Ffrancon, Mrs R Phillips and A Richards (conflicting meeting), J Watkins (Main employment conflict)
12957: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord declared and interest in the discussions on George V Park as she is the Chair of the Friends group, however, as she had no material interest in the outcome of the discussion, it was permissible for her to continue to Chair the meeting.
Resolved to be noted.
12958: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th October 2025
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th October 2025 , having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
12959: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
12960: Youth Councillor Co-option:
No applications had been received and therefore the application period had been extended.
The Clerk confirmed that all the local schools and colleges had been contacted multiple times directly, and that posters advertising the position had been placed on the Town Council notice boards. Several Social media posts had also been made. The Clerk also confirmed that the letters highlighted the benefits of volunteering as a Youth Councillor when completing further education applications
It was determined that the correspondence could be more directed in a more focussed manner, to ensure that the correct people within the organisations were receiving the invitations. Alternative social media platforms could also be useful in advertising the posts
Resolved that the Clerk will liaise with Councillors to further advertise the vacant post



12961: Police Matters:
Pontardawe
September total crimes 36 up from August total crimes 31
For September the top four crimes were – 21 Violence, 4 Antisocial behaviour, Public Order 6 and Burglary 2
Trebanos 
For September total crimes were 4 which was down from August total crimes of 7
For September the top crimes were – 1 violence, 1 criminal damage, 1 vehicle, 1 Public Order
Resolved to be noted
12962: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
As no County Borough Members were in attendance there were no updates at the meeting
Resolved to be noted.
12963: Grant Applications:
There were no new applications for review, however, letters of thanks had been received from Glantawe Lions, Empower inspire and the Pontardawe Recreation association
Resolved to be noted.
12964: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Councillor J Lord declared an interest in the discussion on the George V Park however as she had no material interest in the discussion she could continue to Chair the meeting during the discussion 
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· MUGA at George V Park –  The Green infrastructure Manager at Neath Port Talbot Council confirmed that discussions were underway with Planning and Streetcare regarding the new proposals. Details would be made available to the Town Council as soon as possible
· Street Art Trail – Council agreed to the revised bilingual Town Council logo that would now form part of all media and letterheads. Further discussion would be needed for the street art QR codes
· Contractors had been employed to carry out the work on the new path at Cwmdu – This would take place on the 16th December 2025 (weather permitting)
· The Town Council has been successful in its application for the Biodiversity grant (phase 2 at Gellionen common). The Letter of acceptance for the grant had been completed and the contract was awaited. The Town Council would liaise with the Pontardawe Conservation volunteers once the contract had been signed.
· One additional tree had been identified as requiring work on the Town Council land adjacent to properties at Waun Gron. The Clerk had requested quotes
· Pontardawe Conservation volunteers would be carrying out additional work at Cwmdu on the paths and drainage in the new year. Pontardawe Town Council would provide the funds for materials as per the prior agreement with the volunteers 
Resolved 
· The Clerk will sign the contract for the Neath Port Talbot Biodiversity Grant (Gellionen Common) and will liaise with the Pontardawe Conservation volunteers to employ contractors once the contracts had been signed
·  The Clerk will arrange for the additional tree at Cwmdu on the boundary with Waun Gron to be addressed in line with the Risk assessment  
12965: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School – No further information had been provided
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool – No further information had been made available however discussions at Neath Port Talbot Council could be viewed online
· Gelligron House & The Cross Community Centre – Held under Neath Port Talbot Council Estates department – No further information available
There was significant conversation surrounding the assets held within the Neath Port Talbot Council Estates portfolio and their future.
The Town Council rejected any form of housing for either property but felt that there was significant scope for Community business hub such as those identified in Swansea. There were also likely to be grants available for this purpose.
Resolved that the Clerk will contact Neath Port Talbot Council to determine what the timescales were for action on both buildings and to suggest the business model used by Swansea Council for several of their buildings are reviewed
12966: Place Plans:
No Further details had been made available. It was however stated that one of the original points raised by the Urbanists was the lack of signage at the Bypass Car park. It was also stated that the ticket machine at that location was malfunctioning and not providing the one hour free parking on weekends
Resolved that the Clerk will chase and advise Neath Port Talbot Council of the ticket machine issue.

12967: Remembrance:
The Remembrance Parade and Service, had been very well attended and this, together with the Pontardawe decorations had received a great deal of positive feedback. It was agreed that this Event in partnership with the Royal British Legion should be added to the annual calendar.
Funding for 2026 would however need to be agreed.
An email had also been received from the local Police Sergeant, congratulating the organisers on an extremely well ordered event.
Resolved that the Steering committee will be officially thanked by the Town Council and also that the thanks from the local Police Service will be forwarded to the committee
12968: Blue Plaque scheme:
Confirmation had been received that both applications had been received by the deadline. A Cabinet board decision was expected on the 11th December 2025
Resolved that Council will be kept up to date with developments.
12969 :Christmas 2025:
The Winterfest planning was in progress with the Dame, GCG Band, Cwmtawe Choir and Artemis confirmed for the Stage entertainment.
Council was also made aware of the other arrangements and costs which where currently within budget 
Santa’s grotto was to be held at the Pontardawe Heritage Centre
Decoration, Marshalling, fireworks finale, Christmas window competition and Publicity was also discussed 
Resolved to be noted
12970 : Ynysmeudwy Park:
Council was provided with the ROSPA reports for all three parks prior to the meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that any red coded issues were addressed immediately, amber were addressed as soon as possible and green formed part of general maintenance or when funds allowed.
The Town Council had been successful in its application for an All Wales play opportunities small grant. The main gate, some walls and paths would be therefore addressed shortly.
Three local arborists had been approached to fell the trees on the top tier of Ynysmeudwy Park in line with standing orders. The Clerk had requested that the remains of the trees be removed and not left as natural habitat as the wood would not be secure and could be a danger to children if pushed off the retaining wall
Resolved that Council will ratify the All Wales Play opportunities grant agreement letter. They also agreed to the remains of the two felled trees to be removed from the Park to prevent danger to children.
12971 : Community Hall Utilities Report:
The Utilities aid gas report was reviewed by Council. They were uncomfortable with a 36 month contract and therefore decided not to tie into the contract early
The PAT/Electrical testing had been completed for all three community halls. This had produced several actions to be carried out in order for the safety certificates to be issued.
A quote had been received from the company that had carried out the safety assessments which totalled £2315 ex vat. 
As this was an extension to the testing and as alternative companies were reluctant to carry out work based on a risk assessment not prepared by them. Council was content to proceed with the work in line with Financial regulations.
Resolved that the quote for £2315 for remedial work to all three community halls to allow the safety certificates to be issued will be agreed.
12972 : One Voice Wales meeting 4th November:
The following were discussed:
· Online meetings were preferable and Neath was the most convenient local location for an in person meeting. Meetings should be widely publicised 
· One Voice Wales could provide advise on the devolution of Services
· Drug use was an issue in Neath
· A new swimming pool at Pontardawe was extremely important. Councillor Lord would be addressing Neath Port Talbot Councillors on this issue
· Councillors should be conversant with the Members Code of Conduct. As Councillors were elected/co-opted they were not volunteers
· Employment laws were changing. Details on the One Voice Wales website
· Councils should be aware of copywrite laws
· A great deal of information was available on the One Voice Wales website with Nature, grant funding and cost of living forums
Resolved that the One Voice Wales website and log in details will be forwarded again to all Councillors
12973: Planning:
Committee held on the 20th October 2025:
P2025/0730
Applicant: Anthony Heslop, 20 Cysgod y fro, Rhyd y Fro, Pontardawe SA8 4PG
Site location: 20 Cysgod y fro, Rhyd y Fro, Pontardawe SA8 4PG 
Proposed Development: Partial removal of the existing raised patio area for the construction of a single storey rear extension
Resolved - No Objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
P2025/0716
Applicant: Mr Bending, 23 Gellidderw, Rhyd y Fro Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Site location: 23 Gellidderw, Rhyd y Fro Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Proposed Development: Demolish existing single storey kitchen extension for the construction of a proposed single storey side/rear extension (amended application form, location and block plan)
Resolved - No Objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
P2025/0690
Applicant: Mr S Narine, 31 Burlish Crossing, Stourport on Severn, DY13 8QA
Site location: Bryn-y-wawr, 35 Graig Road, Trebanos, Pontardawe SA8 4BA
Proposed Development: Subdivision of the existing dwellinghouse and ancillary annex into two separate planning units (1no 2-bedroom and 1no 3-bedroom unit) and change of use of both units from C3 (dwellinghouse) to C6 (Short term holiday let)
Resolved – Objection 
Although there is some parking on the property, it seems insufficient for two properties at this location. There are currently also significant parking issues on Graig Road which might be exacerbated by this change of use.
There should also be neighbourhood notification for this application.
Council does not agree to plans that would in effect remove a viable family home from the village of Trebanos, for purely commercial purposes. (Holiday lets / Airbnb’s)
Applications reviewed in the meeting:
P2025/0667
Applicant: Mr Keeron Davies, 63 Pen yr Alltwen, Alltwen, Pontardawe SA8 3EA
Site location: Land to the rear and side of 50 Brecon Road Pontardawe SA8 4PD
Proposed Development: 3 no. three storey detached dwellings, retaining walls, bin store, and associated works
Resolved - No Objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
P2025/0716
Applicant: Mr Bending, 23 Gellidderw, Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Site location: 23 Gellidderw, Pontardawe SA8 4NB
Proposed Development: Demolish existing single storey kitchen extension for the construction of a proposed single storey side/rear extension (amended application form received 29/10/25)
Resolved - No Objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
12974: Finance Committee held on the 20th October 2025 – Draft Budget and Precept for 2025/27:
The Committee to discuss the Precept for 2026/27
Council had agreed the Actual/Budget figures for the first half of 2025/26 at the October Ordinary Meeting, the Clerk then provided a breakdown of the projected figures for the 2nd half of the year
The committee discussed a possible increase in the grants budget of local groups, and also proposals for a large scale renovation of Trebanos Hall, which would require both loan capital from the Public Service Board and grant funding, to achieve
Proposals for the Financial budget for 2026/27 were also discussed however loan interest would need to be factored into the calculation if renovation of the Community Hall was agreed
The Committee recommends that full Council discusses the proposals at the November Ordinary General Meeting
During the meeting the Committees recommendations were ratified however the imminent refurbishment of Trebanos Hall and the de-carbonisation of the other two halls might impact the decisions
Resolved – that the Precept for 2026/27 will be discussed further in the December Ordinary meeting.  
12975: Policy and Resources committee held on the 20th October 2025 to discuss Armed Service Covenants:
Councillors were provided with details of the Armed Forces Covenants prior to the meeting. There was also a full and frank discussion on Covenants, their forms and the commitments they embodied.
The Town Council did not have the capacity to provide guarantees of specific grant funding for groups outside of the published policy, was unable to provide individual funds or employment facilities, provide guaranteed staffing for events, or provide upkeep of War Memorials, as these were under the ownership of the County Borough Council.
Pontardawe Town Council as an organisation was however committed to supporting all members of the community. We provided grant funding to local organisations and groups, provided free use of community halls to support groups assisting vulnerable members of the community, and carried out specific projects and Events to both publicise and recognise the contribution of local individuals and groups, for the benefit of our communities, and our society as a whole. (For example, the Remembrance Parade and Service at the War Memorial)
The Town Council also worked in partnership with specific groups that supported both veterans, members of the armed services, and their families, such as the Royal British Legion. 
The Town Council also fully endorsed the Armed Forces Covenant signed by Neath Port Talbot Council on behalf of communities within the County Borough. They did however feel that as they were unable to provide any of the guarantees provided by a specific Covenant, this would not be a viable commitment to the Armed Forces community. 
Resolved that the committee’s recommendation will be ratified
12976 : St David’s Day Grant :
A request was made by the Eisteddfod Cwmtawe Committee for the Town Council to support the event by partnership working. They requested that the Town Council apply for a grant to support the Event for no more that £5000. The grant application would need to be submitted by the 14th November.
Pontardawe Town Council had already agreed to a grant towards the event of £750 which would equate to 15% matched funding.
Resolved that the Town Council will apply for a grant to support the Cwmtawe Eisteddfod from the Welsh Government St David’s day grant fund for no more that £5000.
12977 : Minor Authority Governor for Llanguicke School :
Councillor Gary Davies was happy to continue to be the Minor Authority Governor for Llanguicke school. This appointment would be backdated to the 15th June 2025
Resolved Councillor Gary Davies will be the Minor Authority Governor for Llanguicke School. The appointment will be backdated to 15th June 2025
12978: Account Schedule 430, together with Bank Reconciliation:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 430 totalling £13803.33 together with the Bank Reconciliation will be agreed in line with Standing Orders. 
12979: City and County of Swansea Hanging Basket scheme for 2026:
Council agreed to 62 hanging baskets, one supply only planter and one three tier planter under the scheme for the Summer of 2026
Resolved that 62 hanging baskets, one supply only planter and one three tier planter will be ordered for the Summer of 2026
12980: Letter re the Neath Port Talbot Council draft licencing Act policy for 2026-31 :
Council was provided with the report prior to the meeting.
Resolved to be noted. 

12981: SLCC Membership renewal :
Councillors agreed to the renewal for a further year term
Resolved that Council will support the SLCC renewal for a further year
12982: Consultations:
Consultations on the changes to local government election rules in Wales. The consultation was available to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Resolved to be noted.
12983: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
· There were concerns about an undercut on the road from Brecon road to Pontardawe Recreation ground, however Councillors were advised that the work being carried out would include a retaining wall or other
· Issues had been experienced with large vehicles turning from Gwrhyd Road to Llanguicke road and becoming wedged
· There were also issues with large vehicles becoming wedged when exiting the Gwrhyd on Gellyfowy road to Ynysmeudwy
Resolved that the Clerk will advise the County Borough Members of the issues regarding large vehicles on the Gwrhyd mountain roads 
12984: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting would be held on the 8th December 2025 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
