[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th February 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor Mrs J Lord (presiding), G Davies, D Brain, J Watkins and B Howells 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor J Nemeth , H Davies and Ms E Harper (Youth Councillor) 
Apologies:
Councillor Mrs L Purcell, A Richards and S Todd (Annual Leave), Mrs G Ffrancon, T Jones and Mrs R Phillips (conflicting meeting) and M Vincent (family engagement)
Absent:
Councillor M Davies and P Temblett
13035: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord – Any discussion on George V Park
Resolved to be noted.
13036: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 12th January 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 12th January 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13037: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13038: Personnel Report (Confidential):
Report Redacted 
Resolved that Council will accept the revised SLA for the Crossing patrol Officer at Swansea Road Pontardawe and agreed that the Clerk could sign on Council’s behalf.
Council also noted the recent appointments of Caretaker in Charge at Ynysmeudwy Hall and Park Officer following appointment by the Panel with plenary powers.
	13039: Trebanos Hall Refurbishment:
The relevant reports were awaited from Hurley and Davies. 

	


Resolved that the Clerk will provide additional information once available
13040: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
December 23 crimes down from November 38 crimes (top four Violence 12, Criminal Damage 3, Anti-social behaviour 2 and Public Order 5)
Council was also advised that the Police had spoken to the parents of the children who had attempted access to ARCH Hall and had damaged the exterior door and had obtained a written apology. The matter was now closed.
A ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ session would be held at Rosellis café on Friday 13th February
Trebanos Statistics
December 4 crimes up from November 3 (Violence 2, Possession of a weapon 1 and Robbery 1)
Resolved to be noted
13041: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor A Richards and Mrs R Phillips were not in attendance
Councillor H Davies 
· A meeting had been held with the local Police Service to discuss specific crimes reported
· Severe weather had caused a significant increase in reports of pot holes throughout the Borough
· Neath Port Talbot Council had joined with the City and County of Swansea to express their dismay at the decision by the Wales rugby Union, relating to the Ospreys
· Signage would be placed to direct motorists to the Pontardawe Hwb car park to reduce on road parking at the top of Herbert Street
Resolved to be noted .
13042: Grant Applications:
The grant budget for 2025/26 had been utilised and no application had been received.
An email had been received providing details of the opening of a Cariad Children’s Project hwb. Further details would be made available once received
Resolved to be noted 
13043: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Councillor Mrs J Lord expressed an interest in the George V Park; however, no decisions were made and therefore she continued to Chair the meeting.
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 2) – Work was in progress; further details would be made available once received. Details of the project would be publicised via social media and the Community Mag
· MUGA at George V Park – The Clerk provided an update on the current position.
Resolved to be noted.
13044: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School – No further information had been provided
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool – No further information had been made available 
· Gelligron House– Held under Neath Port Talbot Council Estates department – No further information was available.
· ‘The Cross’ –  The Feasibility study proposals identified from the recent stakeholder meeting had been made available to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Resolved to be noted
13045: Place Plans:
No further information was available
Resolved to be noted.
13046: Blue Plaque scheme:
Councillor Jones was unfortunately not at the meeting and therefore it was agreed to defer any discussion until the next meeting
Resolved that the matter will be deferred until the March Ordinary Meeting.
13047: Heol y Llwynau kick about area:
Council did not wish to accept the terms of the current lease and requested that the lease be altered to include grass cutting only
Resolved to await the response to the alternative lease proposal from Tai Tarian

13048: One Voice Wales meeting:
The main item on the agenda was for representative to vote on a motion for the new constitution. As Council had not provided any points of disagreement the Mayor voted in favour of the new constitution on behalf of Council 
Resolved to be noted.
13049: Planning:
P2025/0784:
Applicants name: Mr Layton Smith, 18 Morgan Street, Trebanos SA8 4DW
Site location: 18 Morgan Street, Trebanos SA8 4DW
Proposed development: Development of a detached garage with attic storge situated in front garden, extension of driveway and development of retaining wall alongside side boundary 
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
P2026/0056:
Applicants name: Miss Amy Miles, 17 Brynawel Pontardawe SA8 4JP
Site location: 17 Brynawel Pontardawe SA8 4JP
Proposed development: Works to x1 copper beach tree protected by Tree preservation No. T229/1. Fell the tree to near ground level
Resolved No objection.
13050: Public Procurement requirements:
Council had been provided with details prior to the meeting.
Resolved to be noted
13051: Parks/Footpaths contract 2026/27:
 There had been no increase in the cost of the contract for 2026/27 and the work carried out for previous years had been very satisfactory. It was therefore agreed to maintain the status quo.
Resolved that M Thomas, Tawe Landscape would be employed to carry out the Parks/footpath contract for 2026/27 .
13052: Account Schedule 433, together with Bank Reconciliation and Budget/Actual report for quarter 3:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. Council was also advised that the Quarter 3 bank reconciliation had been checked by an independent Councillor in line with standing orders
Resolved that Account Schedule 433 totalling £14095.52 together with the Bank Reconciliation, and the Budget/Actual report for quarter 3 of 2025/26 will be agreed in line with Standing Orders. 
13053: Correspondence received from Jeremy Miles MS :
The letter of thanks prior to stepping down as MS was read to Council 
Resolved to be noted
13054: Pontardawe Arts Centre Survey:
The Mayor had attended a meeting regarding the survey results on behalf of Council and had stated that response had been extremely positive.
There had been some constructive feedback however that could be forwarded:
· An increase in Welsh Language (especially as the Arts Centre would be the venue for the forthcoming Cwm Tawe Eisteddfod which it was hoped would become an annual event)
· Improvements to the planters to the exterior of the building 
Resolved that the Clerk will provide feedback via usual channels



13055: Consultations:
Amendments to Extended Producer Responsibility for Packaging 
Resolved to be noted.
13056: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
A response had been received from Neath Port Talbot Council re the issues regarding speeding at Swansea Road. It stated that the area was continuing to be monitored with details being provided to the County Borough Member during 2026
A response had also been received from the Neighbourhood Policing team re speeding at Swansea Road stating that enforcement was the responsibility of ‘Go safe’  however they would establish that Swansea road was still a monitored area.
They were also working in conjunction with Dyfed Powys Police on ‘Project Atal’ to target 20 mph locations. They would liaise with the supervisor to ensure that Swansea Road forms part of the project
Resolved that both responses will be forwarded to the County Borough Member for Trebanos 
13057: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting would be held on the 9th March 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
