[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th March 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor D Brain (presiding), G Davies, T Jones and B Howells 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor J Nemeth, H Davies (left the meeting at 7.56pm), Mrs G Ffrancon, S Todd, M Davies and Ms E Harper (Youth Councillor) 
Apologies:
Councillor Mrs L Purcell & M Vincent (Family engagement), Mrs R Phillips & A Richards (conflicting meeting), Mrs J Lord (illness) and J Davies (main employment conflict)
Absent:
Councillor P Temblett
13058: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
None
Resolved to be noted.
13059: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th February 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th February 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13060: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
	13061: Trebanos Hall Refurbishment:
The relevant reports were awaited from Hurley and Davies. 

	


Resolved that the Clerk will provide additional information once available
13062: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
January 53 crimes up from December 23 crimes (top four Violence 31, Criminal Damage 6, other theft 4 and Public Order 5)
Trebanos Statistics
January 5 crimes up from December 4 crimes (Violence 2, Criminal damage 2 and Public order 1)
Resolved that the Clerk will contact the Neighbourhood Policing team to determine the reason for the disproportionate increase in Pontardawe crime in January 2026
13063: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor A Richards and Mrs R Phillips were not in attendance
Councillor H Davies 
· Essential maintenance was due to be carried out on the Bridge to Alltwen from the 16th March. This would require the closure of the road from 8pm to 6pm for approximately 11 nights
· The Cwm Tawe Eisteddfod had been extremely well supported and was a very successful and enjoyable event
· Road surface was being reviewed at Gelligron 
· The scheduled meeting between the County Borough Member and the neighbourhood policing team had been cancelled
Resolved to be noted .
13064: Grant Applications:
The grant budget for 2025/26 had been utilised and no application had been received.
Resolved to be noted 
13065: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 2) –had been completed, grant funds were in the process of being claimed
· MUGA at George V Park – No further information was available
Resolved to be noted.
13066: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School – No further information had been provided
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool – No further information had been made available 
· Gelligron House– Held under Neath Port Talbot Council Estates department – No further information was available.
· ‘The Cross’ –  No further information had been made  available
Resolved to be noted
13067: Place Plans:
No further information was available
Resolved to be noted.
13068: Blue Plaque scheme:
Councillor T Jones had been in discussion with the family of Dafydd Rowlands and the proposed wording of the plaque had been determined. The blue plaque was to be bilingual with the Welsh first in accordance with usual practice.
The preferred location for the plaque was to the right of the library frontage.
Council felt that rather than an official unveiling, an official dedication event should be arranged when the family and others could be invited to view the plaque and celebrate the major contribution made by Dafydd Rowlands to literature and the Welsh Language
Councillor Jones also thanked Council on the family’s behalf for the Blue Plaque nomination
Resolved that Councillor Jones and the Clerk will meet with the representative of Neath Port Talbot Heritage to discuss the next steps.
13069: Heol y Llwynau kick about area:
A response to the Councils alternative lease proposal was still outstanding
Resolved to await the response to the alternative lease proposal from Tai Tarian
13070: Planning:
P2026/0062:
Applicants name: Martin Evans, Unit 1 Ema Evans business centre, Alloy Industrial Estate, Pontardawe SA8 4EN
Site location: Unit 1 Ema Evans business centre, Alloy Industrial Estate, Pontardawe SA8 4EN
Proposed development: Construction of 5 commercial units (class B1) and associated work
Resolved No objection 
P2026/0061:
Applicants name: Mr Robert James, 17 Swansea Road, Pontardawe SA8 4AA
Site location: 17 Swansea Road, Pontardawe SA8 4AA
Proposed development: Proposed single storey side/rear utility and bathroom extension, the works for which include the demolition of the existing  single storey side/rear extension
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification.
P2026/0088:
Applicants name: Mrs E Griffiths, 4 Parc Gilbertson, Rhyd y fro, Pontardawe SA8 4PU
Site location: 4 Parc Gilbertson, Rhyd y fro, Pontardawe SA8 4PU
Proposed development: Proposed rear conservatory extension
Resolved No objection provided there is neighbourhood notification.
P2026/0113:
Applicants name: Mr Jason Dykes, Pontardawe AFC Ynysderw Road Pontardawe Neath Port Talbot SA8 4EG
Site location: Pontardawe AFC Ynysderw Road Pontardawe Neath Port Talbot SA8 4EG
Proposed development: Non-material Amendment to application to reduce the floor area of the proposed new club house/ changing rooms and associated facilities
Resolved No objection.
13071: Clerks Report re Living Wage:
The living wage rate would be increased to £12.71 per hour from the 1st April 2026
Resolved that £12.71 per hour rate will apply to all employees’ currently on rates below this level, from tax week One of 2026-27
13072: CCTV Cameras:
 Performance figures had been provided for all Councillors prior to the meeting
Resolved to be noted.
13073: Eisteddfod Cwm Tawe 2026:
The Committee wished to thank the Town Council for its financial support of the event which took place on the 28th February 2026. It had been a great success with over 1000 attendees. There had been support from all the primary schools in the area and both English and Welsh medium secondary schools. This had been a very enjoyable event for all, regardless of their language ability and many young people had been pleased to be provided with an opportunity to use their language in a social setting. 
A Public consultation document was currently being circulated to review the event however feedback had been extremely positive. It was hoped to expand the event in 2027. 
Resolved to be noted.
13074: Remembrance 2026:
The jointly organised event in 2026 had been very well received and had been commended by the neighbourhood Policing team for the organisation.
Council wished to carry out a similar event for 2027 in partnership with the Royal British Legion however funding would need to be arranged.
Resolved that the Clerk will discuss matters with the partners and Neath Port Talbot Council.
13075: Christmas 2026:
The Christmas event during 2025 had been very well received by the Community.
The proposed date for the Winterfest for 2026 would be Friday 27th December 2026. 
The Clerk would arrange the road closure, marshalling etc and Council would provide up to £500 for entertainment/PA system, the Fireworks finale would also be arranged.
It was agreed that the earlier start time was unnecessary and that stage entertainment should include some Welsh language pieces and some traditional carols.
It was also suggested that the Art Centre could be asked about the possibility of mulled wine etc during the event.
The Christmas Lights contract would also need to be renewed for the 2026 Christmas season; however, discussion would need to take place with Neath Port Talbot Council lighting due to the CCTV camera on the lamp post with the main electrical access at ‘The Cross’ 
Resolved that the Clerk will discuss the electrical supply with Neath Port Talbot Lighting prior to discussions on the new Christmas lights contract.
She will also arrange road closures, special events applications, fireworks and the Dame for the Winterfest event and will provide details of other proposed entertainment for Council review
13076: Assertion 10 and Governance:
Councillors had been provided with details of the relevant policies prior to the meeting. The Clerk also suggested Council arrange for the Website providers to conduct a review of the website to ensure WCAG 2.2AA requirements
Resolved to agree the Removable media, Mobile Devices, Information security, Information security breach, Data Protection, ICO Freedom of information, Health and Safety statement, Committee terms of reference and Financial regulations. 
13077: Account Schedule 434, together with Bank Reconciliation:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 434 totalling £45125.40 together with the Bank Reconciliation. Council also agreed to the subscription for One Voice Wales for 2026/27 
13078: Correspondence re closed churchyards :
A request had been made for Pontardawe Town Council to take over responsibility for a closed churchyard in Pontardawe which was now in disrepair.
Council had a full and frank discussion on the matter and felt that the responsibility for churchyards lay with the religious organisation that originally placed the plots for sale, and that the costs of ongoing maintenance were prohibitively high. With ever increasing costs it was felt that it was not in the interests of the wider community for the precept to be utilised in this manner.
Resolved that the Town Council will not accept any responsibility for maintenance of closed churchyards
13079: Annual Democracy and Boundary  Commission - Remuneration Report for 2026/27:
Council had already agreed to the level of remuneration for Councillors for 2026/27 in a previous meeting
Resolved that the original decision be confirmed
13080: Email re Planters:
Council was advised that the Arts Centre had no control over the style of planter to the exterior of the building however they were in discussion with Neath Port Talbot Council, biodiversity regarding the planting scheme
Resolved to be noted
13081: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13082: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
Issues at Swansea road regarding the landslip were still ongoing and being addressed by the County Borough Member for Trebanos
Resolved to be noted 
13083: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting would be held on the 13th April 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
