[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th April 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
The meeting was held during the pre-election period for the Senedd Election and therefore discussions would be limited to the discharge of normal council business only.
Present:
Councillor J Lord (presiding), S Todd, B Howells, Mrs G Ffrancon, Ms E Harper (Youth Councillor) and T Davies (from 6.58 pm)
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor J Nemeth, H Davies, Mrs L Purcell and J Watkins 
Apologies:
Councillor M Vincent (Family engagement), D Brain (main employment commitment) and G Davies (annual leave )
Absent:
Councillor M Davies, A Richards, P Temblett and Mrs R Phillips
13084: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord (Grant – Royal British Legion) as a committee member with a Personal but not Pecuniary Interest, also Councillor J Lord (Grant – George V park) Councillor Lord left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision on the grant, as she was the applicant with a Pecuniary Interest. Councillor Mrs G Ffrancon chaired the meeting for that segment. 
Resolved to be noted.
13085: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th March 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 9th March 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13086: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
Resolved that the Clerk will arrange community consultation
13087: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
February 23 crimes down from January 53 crimes (top four Violence 8, Anti-social behaviour 3, other theft 2 and Public Order 4)
Trebanos Statistics
February 5 crimes which equalled January 5 crimes (Violence 3, other theft 1 and Public order 1)
The Neighbourhood policing team also provided a breakdown of the disproportionate increase in Pontardawe crime in January 2026 which was due to reporting methods rather than an increase in crime. He confirmed that patterns of crime were regularly monitored by the team.
Council was also advised for anti-social behaviour at Cwmdu, due to youths on motor vehicles accessing the site. This was being investigated by the Neighbourhood Policing team. 
Neath Port Talbot Council were also reviewing access to address the problem. 
Resolved that the Clerk will produce social media posts to encourage Members of the Public to report low level crime via the 101 non-emergency number.

13088: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor A Richards and Mrs R Phillips were not in attendance
Councillor H Davies 
· Neath Port Talbot Councillors had £25,000 grant pots to allocate in their areas during 2026/27
· The Cariad Children’s Project was now operational 
· Due to the pre-election period restrictions, Member actions we restricted to essential business only
Resolved that details of the grant programme will be emailed to Town Councillors .
13089: Grant Applications:
Pontardawe Heritage Centre had now provided the completion certification for their 2025/26 grant and could therefore apply for further funding
A new grant budget for 2026/27 of £13,000 was available for allocation:
· Pontardawe Heritage and Visitor Centre (Exhibitions) – Grant awarded of £1500
· Swansea Valley Cardiac Support and partners (Event) – Grant awarded for £500 with one abstention
Further applications from the Pontardawe RFC and the Friends of King George V Park (and partners) were deferred pending a response to additional queries, and would be reviewed at a future meeting.
Grants are awarded for the benefit of some or all of the residents of the Pontardawe Town Council area
Resolved that a grant for £1500 will be awarded to the Pontardawe Heritage and Visitors centre and a grant of £500 will be awarded to the Swansea Valley Cardiac Support (in partnership with the Royal British Legion and Pontardawe RFC) 
13090: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) –Applications were now open 
· MUGA at George V Park – Confirmation for funding for part of the project to remove tarmac, create a path, meadow and to plant additional trees was awaited. Additional funding would be sourced to continue future phases of the improvement
· Quotes were requested from four suitably qualified arborists for the second tranche of work on the tree management plan at Cwmdu Glen. Tow companies had agreed to provide quotes.
Resolved :
· A grant application for the NPT Biodiversity grant will be submitted for Phase 3 for the Gelligron project for £10,000
· The lowest quote will be accepted for the completion of the second tranche of maintenance from the Cwmdu tree management plan
13091: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School – A response had been received stating that as Godrergraig school was not in the Pontardawe Town Council area, no additional information could be made available at this time
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool – A response had been received stating that grant funding was being sought however no funding was available at this time 
· Gelligron House– Held under Neath Port Talbot Council Estates department – No response had been received to requests for updates.
· ‘The Cross’ –  No further information was available
Resolved to be noted
13092: Place Plans:
A second round of workshops was in the process of being arranged for May/June. Invitations would be issued in due course
Resolved that the Clerk request that a workshop be arranged in Pontardawe as previous workshops were held in Neath only.
13093: Blue Plaque scheme:
The Clerk and Councillor Jones had met with the County Borough Heritage Officer to provide details of the preferred wording and location of the plaque. 
It was also suggested that a dedication ceremony be arranged by Pontardawe Town Council for September 2026 in Ty Gwrhyd /Pontardawe Library
Resolved that the Clerk and Councillor Jones will begin arrangements for the Event.


13094: Heol y Llwynau kick about area:
A response to the Councils alternative lease proposal was still outstanding
Resolved to await the response to the alternative lease proposal from Tai Tarian

13095: CCTV Performance:
Performance figures had been provided prior to the meeting and was explained by the Clerk
Resolved to request details from the neighbourhood Policing team of how crime reduction has been assisted by the new system

13096: Remembrance:
The Clerk confirmed that funding was secure and therefore action would be taken to arrange the road closures etc
Resolved to arrange Pontardawe Remembrance for 2026 in partnership with the Royal British Legion

13097: Christmas 2026:
The Christmas Lights contract expired in December 2025 and therefore a new contract would need to be arranged. It was agreed that a similar contract value to the current would be sought £18,000 pa
Given the new procurement regulations Council would need to contract via ‘sell2wales’
The Clerk also confirmed that despite the CCTV camera on the lighting column adjacent to ‘The Cross’, a Christmas tree or Christmas decoration could be lighted from the column (however it could not be timed)
Core had once again offered to arrange the road closure free of charge for the event.
The Panto Dame had been contracted and Council stated they were happy with the choice for this year’s entertainment
The Christmas window competition prizes and method of selection was also agreed
Resolved that the Clerk will arrange for quotes for Christmas Light hire (including installation and storage) for £18000pa. She will also arrange to hire ‘Hearthlight’ and the GCG Band as entertainment for the event. Core would be thanked for their generous support of the event

13098: Planning:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13099: Youth Representative :
There was already one vacancy for a Youth Representative at Pontardawe Town Council. A significant discussion took place to identify alternative means of encouraging youth participation
Youth Councillor Esther Harpers term office was also due to complete; however, she thanked Council for a very positive experience as the Youth Councillor and expressed an interest in continuing for a further term
Council thanked Esther for her hard work during her term in office and was very pleased to agree to another term in office
Resolved that Esther Harper will be appointed as Youth Representative at Pontardawe Town Council for a further term.
13100: Account Schedule 435, together with Bank Reconciliation, Budget /Actual report for the year end, internal audit confirmation and direct debit list for 2026/27:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 435 totalling £27440.79 together with the Bank Reconciliation, Budget/Actual report for the year end, date of internal audit by KLG Auditors and the direct debit list for 2026/27 is agreed by council in line with standing orders 
13101: Correspondence re Cwmdu :
A letter was received requesting dog waste bins within Cwmdu Glen.
The Clerk explained that Refuse/Dog Waste bins needed to be placed within a certain distance of the highway under Neath Port Talbot rules. This was the reason there were no dog waste bins/refuse bins within the park
Resolved that that the Clerk will respond on behalf of Council
13102: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13103: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
None
Resolved to be noted 
13104: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting and Annual General Meeting will be held on the 11th May 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
