[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 14th September 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor J Nemeth (presiding), J Watkins, B Howells, T Jones, M Davies, M Vincent, Ms E Harper (Youth Representative), and G Davies 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor Ms J Lord, Ms G Ffrancon, S Todd, H Davies (left the meeting at 8.00 pm), and D Brain 
Apologies:
Councillor A Richards (Annual Leave), and Ms L Purcell (Illness)
Resolved to be noted.
Absent:
Councillor P Temblett
Resolved to be noted.
13204: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Watkins and J Lord (Grant applications) 
Resolved to be noted.
13205: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th July 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th July 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13206: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13207: Change of Order to the published agenda:
That the order would be Grant Funding (13183) followed by Trebanos Hall Refurbishment (13180), followed by the Ynysmeudwy Hall Report
Resolved to be noted.
13208: Grant Applications:
Councillor J Watkins declared an interest in the Trebanos Rugby Club grant application, Councillor Ms J Lord declared an interest in the Royal British Legion grant application. Both left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or decision on the grants
Letters of Thanks had been received from the St Peters Church flower festival and Pontardawe Cricket Club
The Friends of Pontardawe Arts Centre had also confirmed that the original letter of support had not been submitted with their Grant application to the Mynydd y Betws Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund and had therefore not formed part of their application

· Trebanos Rugby Club - £2200 (Picnics benches at Trebanos Park and Rugby Ground) awarded – Council did however state that the material used for the sets should be fire retardant and that metal sets as well as recycled plastic should be considered as an option)
· Royal British Legion (Pontardawe Branch) - £300 awarded (Remembrance Concert) 
· Glantawe Lions - £150 (Tree of Light)
· Pontardawe Community Wellbeing Hub - £308.01 (Child friendly access to the mat space)
Council was advised that the grant budget had now been utilised for 2026/27
Resolved that a grant for £2200 will be awarded to Trebanos Rugby Club, £300 to the Royal British Legion (Pontardawe Branch),£150 to the Glantawe Lions and £308.01 to the Pontardawe Community Wellbeing Hub
13209: Trebanos Hall refurbishment:
· The Consultation period was still open with online and paper consultations being collated; letters of support were also being collected
· The name registry change had been completed by the Land Registry
· The County Borough Member for Trebanos has agreed to the full £25000 being awarded to Pontardawe Town Council to support the rendering of the building. Application forms were completed and the relevant number of quotes had been obtained via Sell2wales in line with Procurement regulations. Council did however wish smaller local Companies to be provided with the opportunity to quote as they might not be represented on Sell2Wales. The Original quotes would therefore be used to accompany the grant application however a new procurement exercise would be arranged to include local businesses prior to awarding the final contract
· Community Facilities Grant – The Expression of Interest has been sent, we were awaiting a response. If the response was favourable and an official lease was required then the Trebanos Hall Management Committee would look to obtain Charitable incorporate status prior to signing. Council would be provided with additional information once a response had been received from the Grant providers
· The Clerk would be attending a ‘Meet the Funders’ Event on the 25th September to identify additional funding pots
Resolved that the Clerk will submit the official application for a £25000 Pride in Place Grant for the Trebanos Ward. She will also close the current tender and arrange a replacement tender via sell2wales, and to include local advertising prior to awarding the final contract for the rendering 
13210: Ynysmeudwy Hall Report:
Council was advised that the Oil Boiler at Ynysmeudwy Hall had reached the end of its life and had been decommissioned. The boiler would require replacement as soon as possible to prevent the closure of the Hall during the winter period. Green Energy was not viable due to the cost/lack of suitable grant opportunities/ cost of replacement heating during the Winter months and risk of Hall closure with the subsequent impact on local groups.
A replacement oil boiler was the only viable alternative, although, it was agreed that to ‘future proof’ the purchase a suitable boiler which could be easily converted from Heating Oil to Bio fuel in the future would be preferable.
It was also suggested that the County Borough Members for Pontardawe should be contacted to determine if there were funds available from their Pride in Place Grant to support the purchase of an energy efficient boiler. If, however, there was no viable funding opportunity the boiler cost would be supported from Reserves due to the urgency
Resolved that funding opportunities will be sought via the County Borough Members Pride in Place allocations however if this funding was unavailable then the Clerk will arrange for a replacement boiler suitable for conversion to Bio fuel, funded from Reserves.
13211: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
July total crimes 44 up from 43 in June (top four Violence 16, Anti-social behaviour 12, Public Order 6 and Criminal Damage 3)
Trebanos Statistics
July total crimes 0 down from June total of 1 
Council was also provided with details of the requirements of the Terrorism (Protection of premises) Act 2025 and were advised that as the Town Councils three Community Halls had a maximum number less than 200. They would not fall within the scope of the Act
Resolved to be noted
13212: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor Watkins and Davies provided the following information:
Pontardawe Leisure Centre could undergo a significant transformation through a proposed £2.1 million redevelopment project. The Plans include: A completely new gym positioned at the front of the building, Additional fitness studio space, A new hybrid gym designed around emerging fitness trends and customer demand. 
The scheme is being designed to complement longer-term plans for a future swimming pool in Pontardawe. While funding for a new swimming pool had not yet been secured, the Council was committing £250,000 to progress designs to the next stage. 
It was also confirmed that the proposed refurbishment would not impact on the functionality of the Centre.
There were no specific plans for Gelligron House at present.
The Members Surgery to discuss Highway matters would take place in the latter part of the year.
There were significant issues with parking on High Street and Herbert Street with County Borough traffic patrol officers in attendance
Affordable housing for local people was also an issue.
Resolved that Council would publicise its support for Neath Port Talbot Council’s investment in the Pontardawe Area, but would like to see more consultation with local people when deciding on housing allocation.
Council also wished the County Borough Members to look into the current maintenance of ‘the Cross’, as there had been significant deterioration of the building
13213: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) –The grant for phase 3 had been awarded. Contractors would be beginning work later in the year.
· MUGA at George V Park – New plans had been submitted however there was no further information available at present
Resolved to be noted.
13214: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
The Clerk had requested updates in line with Council’s requirements 
· Godrergraig School –No additional information could be made available at this time
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool –Updates had been provided by the County Borough Members 
· Gelligron House– Updates had been provided by the County Borough Members 
· ‘The Cross’ –  This had been discussed during discussions with the County Borough Members earlier in the meeting 
The Clerk confirmed that updates were requested monthly
Resolved to be noted
13215: Place Plans:
No update had been provided however there had been some social media posts on the subject
Resolved that the Clerk will obtain the relevant updates and advise Council
13216: Blue Plaque scheme:
The Dedication Ceremony had been arranged at Ty Gwrhyd on the 18th September at 4pm, with invitees from the family, Town Councillors, representatives of the County Borough and former friends of Dafydd Rowlands. A Choir from Dyffryn y Glower would also perform
The Dafydd Rowlands Awards group would provide light refreshments and Ty Gwrhryd would provide simultaneous translation for the Event free of charge.
A Professional photographer had been contracted to provide official photographs.
Council was also advised that S4C would be attending and recording during the Event. 
Following the Event details of the Ceremony would be publicised in the Community Mag, Llais and on the Town Council’s Social media accounts.
Resolved that the Dafydd Rowlands Awards group and Ty Gwrhyd will be thanked for their assistance
13217: Remembrance:
Special Events Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council and invitations sent by the Clerk, road closure and medical cover for the Event had been arranged.  The Parade, War Memorial Service, decorations and refreshments would be organised by the Royal British Legion
The Royal British Legion would also be placing a ‘Garden of Remembrance’ at the Herbert Street Garden, which would be opened by them early in October. 
Details of the Remembrance Sunday Event would be publicised in the Community Mag and Llais early in October. The Event would be publicised on social media closer to the event.
Resolved to be noted
13218: Christmas 2026:
Special Event Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council, road closure, medical cover, fireworks and Christmas Lights had been contracted.
The Stage and stage acts had also been arranged. Unfortunately, the Pantomime Dame would now be unable to attend. An alternative was being identified.
The Event would be publicised in the Community Mag and Llais early in October, and would be publicised on social media closer to the date.
Resolved: to be noted.
13219: Trebanos Ward Vacancy:
An application had been received from Cai Ladd, a resident of Trebanos for the Trebanos Ward Co-option. He had also provided a video presentation as was unable to attend the meeting due to a pre-booked event.
Council unanimously co-opted Cai Ladd as Councillor
Resolved: that Cai Ladd will be Co-opted as a Councillor for the Trebanos Ward

13220: Mayor’s Civic Event:
The Mayors Civic Event would take place on the 18th October 2026 at Gellionen Chapel commencing at 2.30pm. Invitations would be forwarded shortly
Resolved: that the Mayors Civic Event will take place on the 18th October 2026 at Gellionen Chapel commencing at 2.30pm.

13221: Planning:
P/2026 0497 & P2026/0514
Council had not requested a Planning Committee and had allowed the Consultation period to lapse
Resolved to be noted.
13222: National Salary Awards: 
Council reviewed the National Association of Councils agreed National Salary Awards and agreed to increase the Caretakers and Park Officers positions from SCP2 to SCP3 in line with recommendations. The Clerk would remain as SCP 31. The recommended increases would also be adopted and backdated to 1st April 2026
Resolved that the Park Officer and Caretakers will be remunerated in line with SCP 3 and the Clerk in line with SCP 31. The National Association of Council’s agreed salary awards for 2026/7 will also be agreed with the increases being backdated to the 1st April

13223: Heol y Llwynau: 
Tai Tarian were interested in attending a site meeting to discuss the Heol y Lwynau kick about area
Resolved that the Clerk and the County Borough Members who is also a Town Councillor will arrange a site meeting with representatives of Tai Tarian.
13224: Fire Risk Assessments: 
The Fire Risk Assessment for all three halls together with the Clerks report providing details of actions had been provided prior to the meeting
Resolved to be accepted.
13225: CCTV Statistics: 
 The Statistics to July 2026 had been provided prior to the meeting 
Resolved to be noted.
13226: Personnel (Confidential redacted): 
Resolved to be agreed.
13227: Account Schedule 439 (2 months), together with Bank Reconciliation for the July and August month end:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 439 totalling £46097.59 together with the Bank Reconciliation for they July and August Month end will be agreed in line with standing orders. 
13228: Correspondence re Litter following the Pontardawe Music Festival :
Council was advised that My Green Valley had contended with a large amount of litter following the Music Festival as there was no overall organiser of the Event. There was a particular issue with litter at the Pontardawe Recreation ground.
They had also stated that additional bins within the ground would be helpful 
Council was advised that additional bins within the park would not be provided by Neath Port Talbot Council as under regulations they were unable to empty them.
My Green Valley had also commented that litter bins had been removed from the Ynysderw Playing fields by Celtic Leisure
It was suggested that engaging with the Probation Service Unpaid Work Department (Community Service) might provide a solution to the increased litter on the Festival weekend
A resident had also suggested a young person event be held on the weekend of the Music Festival to occupy the younger members of the community
Council was advised that an unauthorised gathering had been held at the Pontardawe Recreation Ground without the committee’s knowledge which had led to the increased litter
They were further advised that Pontardawe Rugby Club had organised a ‘Youth fest’ on the Thursday evening
Resolved that the Clerk will respond on behalf of Council to the correspondence  and will also add and Agenda point to the next meeting to  discuss the Probation Service Unpaid Work Department (Community Service) and how they could be utilised within the Community. The County Borough Members would contact Celtic Leisure with regard to the removal of the bins
13229: Correspondence re abandoned Shopping Trollies :
My Green Valley had contacted several government bodies with regard to the creation of an ‘Abandoned Shopping trolley’ policy similar to that adopted by Newport Council
Resolved that details of the Policy will be circulated to Councillors and added to the Agenda for a future meeting 
13230: One Voice Wales motions for the 2027 Annual General Meeting:
The Clerk will circulate the criteria to all Councillors and request motions submitted for review prior to the October meeting
Resolved to be noted
13231: Correspondence re play facilities in the Pontardawe Area:
An email had been received stating that there was concern that the children in the Pontardawe area had less larger facilities than those in other areas. (For Example, Skateparks, splash pools and Crazy golf)
The Town Council acknowledged the need for play provision across its area but agreed to adopt a strategic, valley-wide approach. The canal path and cycle track provide valuable links between the various communities, enabling residents to access a range of larger and more varied recreational attractions. Although the Town Council owns several parks, these sites are generally too small to accommodate major facilities such as skateparks or other large-scale play provision.
Resolved that the Clerk will respond on behalf of Council
13232: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13233: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
None
Resolved to  be noted.
13234: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on the 12th October 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
