Policy and Resources Committee held on the 20th October 2025 by virtual platform Zoom commencing at 6.20pm

Present:
Councillor Mrs J Lord (presiding), S Todd and Mrs G Ffrancon
Apologies:
None
This Committee to discuss Armed Forces Covenant:

Councillors were provided with details of the Armed Forces Covenants prior to the meeting. There was also a full and frank discussion on Covenants, their forms and the commitments they embodied.
The Town Council did not have the capacity to provide guarantees of specific grant funding for groups outside of the published policy, was unable to provide individual funds or employment facilities, provide guaranteed staffing for events, or provide upkeep of War Memorials, as these were under the ownership of the County Borough Council.
Pontardawe Town Council as an organisation was however committed to supporting all members of the community. We provided grant funding to local organisations and groups, provided free use of community halls to support groups assisting vulnerable members of the community, and carried out specific projects and Events to both publicise and recognise the contribution of local individuals and groups, for the benefit of our communities, and our society as a whole. (For example, the Remembrance Parade and Service at the War Memorial)
The Town Council also worked in partnership with specific groups that supported both veterans, members of the armed services, and their families, such as the Royal British Legion. 
The Town Council also fully endorsed the Armed Forces Covenant signed by Neath Port Talbot Council on behalf of communities within the County Borough. They did however feel that as they were unable to provide any of the guarantees provided by a specific Covenant, this would not be a viable commitment to the Armed Forces community. 
This Committee therefore recommends that no further action is taken at this time.



