[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 8th June 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor J Nemeth (presiding), Ms J Lord, Ms G Ffrancon, S Todd, T Jones and G Davies 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor A Richards (left the meeting at 7.50pm), Mrs L Purcell and H Davies
Apologies:
Councillor Ms E Harper Youth representative (alternative meeting), B Howells (family commitment), M Vincent (main employment conflict) and D Brail (illness)
Absent:
Councillor P Temblett, M Davies and J Watkins
Resolved to be noted.
13155: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord (Friends of George V Park) no pecuniary interest . Councillor S Todd (Pontardawe Conservation volunteer - Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. 
Resolved to be noted.
13156: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting and Annual General Meeting held on the 11th May 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting and Annual General Meeting held on the 11th May 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13157: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13158: Trebanos Hall refurbishment:
· The Draft business plan had been amended to include solar panels 
· Consultation documents had been prepared and were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. (Both Paper & for social media). Once agreed the consultation documents would  be translated and issued. A request would also be made to local groups for letters of support
· Trebanos Hall Management Committee had agreed in their recent Annual General Meeting, to act as lead applicant in partnership with Pontardawe Town Council when applying for grants 
· Expressions of Interest could then be forwarded to grant providers
Resolved that the business plan will be agreed, and the consultation documents forwarded for translation. Expressions of interest will then be forwarded to various grant providers
13159: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
April total 40 down from March total of 47 crimes (top four Violence 15, Anti-social behaviour 4, Other theft 5 and Criminal Damage 6)
Trebanos Statistics
April total 8 up from March total 3 crimes (top four Violence 5, Anti-social behaviour 1, shoplifting 1 and Drugs 1)
Resolved to be noted
13160: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor Ms R Phillips had resigned her seat following the Senedd Election
Councillor A Richards
· There was significant work in progress trying to identify possible funding pots for a new Pontardawe Swimming pool however at present the available pots were no sufficient for a viable project. Work would continue to identify funding
· There were still significant issues with New Road Ynysmeudwy (visibility, road safety, layout etc. Neath Port Talbot Council were carrying out detailed assessments. The Neighbourhood Policing team and ‘Go Safe’ were also to deploy officers and conduct surveys in the area
· Community issues such as streetcare, Canal issues, footpaths, recycling had also been addressed
· Issues were also being experienced once again with vermin to the rear of the retail establishments on Herbert Street adjacent to the river
Councillor H Davies
· Neath Port Talbot Council had agreed to disabled toilets and improvements to access at the Bowls green at King George V Park
Resolved that Council will be informed of the date of any site meeting with Neath Port Talbot Officers at New Road, Ynysmeudwy. Councillor Richards was also asked to review the signage on the A474 which was causing an issue to local farms moving cattle  .
13161: Grant Applications:
Councillor S Todd (Pontardawe Conservation volunteer - Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. 
Alltwen Heels WI and Pontardawe RFC re the Pontardawe Food Festival had forwarded letters of thanks
· GCG Band - £400 awarded
· Pontardawe Conservation Volunteers - £216 awarded
· The Llangiwg Trust – £1000 awarded (Awarded after a show of hands. Unanimous with one abstention)
· Pontardawe Arena – The Green Gathering - £1000 awarded
· Cariad Children’s project - £445.99 
Project Linus UK NPT - As there were several established community groups carrying out similar work in the Pontardawe area, Council was unsure of the longevity of the project within the area and were therefore reluctant to fund at this time.
Resolved that a grant for £400 be awarded to GCG Band, £216 to the Pontardawe Conservation volunteers, £1000 to the Llangiwg trust, £1000 to the Pontardawe Arena, and £445.99 to  the Cariad Children’s project
13162: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) –An application had been made, with a response awaited – Additional information had been requested from the grant providers from the Pontardawe Conservation volunteers
· MUGA at George V Park – No additional information was available at this time
Resolved to be noted.
13163: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School –No additional information could be made available at this time
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool –An update had been provided by Councillor Richards 
· Gelligron House– No additional information was available at this time
· ‘The Cross’ –  No additional information was available at this time 
The Clerk confirmed that updates were requested monthly
Resolved to be noted
13164: Place Plans:
The stakeholder meeting had been held at Pontardawe Arts Centre with several Councillors in attendance. The Urbanist has also walked the centre of Pontardawe and has spoken to several retailers.
Councillors provided several points from the discussions:
· It was important that Council supported the Place Plan process as this was an essential document required by grant providers 
· There was some disagreement with proposals to widen pavements at the Cross due to the effects on traffic however the planners had conferment that any changes would need to be agreed under Highways/Engineering planning rules
· There was also a proposal for Upper Herbert Street to be one-way to address the current street overparking issues (Information for both car and business owners on parking in this area was inconsistent)
· It was suggested that the area of the plan should be extended to cover the Leisure Centre and George V Park
· It was agreed that Pontardawe has a unique identity which was not being properly promoted (Tourism etc)
· The Canal was an asset not currently promoted 
· The Cycle path layout included ‘gaps’ 
· The Bypass Car park was under utilised and was not providing income for Neath Port Talbot Council – It was therefore suggested that the Bypass Car park should become free of charge as this would encourage footfall in the Town but would not impact greatly on Neath Port Talbot Council’s income in this area
The Clerk confirmed that ideas could still be forwarded to the Urbanists
Resolved that Car Parking in Pontardawe should be considered monthly within the Ordinary meeting
13165: Blue Plaque scheme:
The Clerk and Councillor Jones had met with representatives of Neath Port Talbot Council to discuss the placement of the Blue Plaque at Pontardawe Library. Although the consensus at the time had been a placement on the cream painted plasterwork to the left hand side of the library building, Council and the family would prefer the plaque placed on the brickwork in that area. Council was also advised that a bilingual dedication ceremony would be arranged at Ty Gwryd on the 18th September at approximately 4pm. The plaque would be placed on the building the following week`
An article on the Blue Plaque placement would appear in Llais and the Community Mag in July/August
Resolved that the Clerk request the plaque placed on the brickwork at the building, she will also request the exterior paintwork freshened up to improve the look of the building, however this will be a request and will not alter the date of the ceremony and placement of the plaque .
13166: Remembrance:
SAG Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council and invitations sent by the Clerk. The Parade, War Memorial Service, decorations and refreshments would be organised by the Royal British Legion
Resolved to be noted





13167: Christmas 2026:
SAG Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council
Christmas Lights Tender - Members considered the procurement process for the provision of Christmas lights and associated services.
Resolved: That an open tender be advertised on the Sell2Wales platform by 10 June 2026, with the tender period remaining open until 12 mid-day on the 8 July 2026.
Prospective tenderers will be required to submit their tender documentation by email to town.clerk@pontardawetowncouncil.gov.wales, using the subject heading "Christmas Lights – Tender".
It was further resolved that all tenders received be presented to Council for consideration and review at the July 2026 Council meeting, following the close of the tender period.
13168: Planning:
P2026/0274, 0231, 0296 had been received however a planning committee had not been requested and therefore the consultation period had been allowed to lapse
P2026/0292 had been received however a planning committee had not been requested and therefore the consultation period had been allowed to lapse, however individual Councillors did provide observations. It was also noted that work had commenced on the building
P2026/0368
Applicant: Mr Alex Mountjoy, Ty Gwyn, Baglan Energy Park, Brunel Way, Neath SA11 2FP
Site Location: Hafan Brynheulog, Ffordd Brynheulog, Pontardawe SA8 4JW
Proposed Development: Removal of the existing pitched entrance roof structures and replacement with a new flat roof to the existing entrance (existing canopy and entrance doors to remain)
Resolved No Objection provided there is neighbourhood notification
13169: Risk Assessments: 
Risk assessments for all three halls and a Park Officers report on outstanding ROSPA requirements had been provided for Councillor review prior to the meeting
The Clerk confirmed that all actions required as part of the risk assessments would be carried out within the specified timeframes
The Clerk also confirmed that the probationary period for the new employees at the Halls and Parks had now ended. The positions had now become permanent in line with their Employment contracts 
Resolved that the risk assessments and Park Officers report will be agreed

13170: Trebanos Ward Vacancy: 
The Returning Officer at Neath Port Talbot Council had confirmed that no request for a By Election had been received and therefore the post could be filled by Co-Option. The Clerk confirmed that the Notice of Co-Option had been published on the 4th June 2026 with a deadline for response by the 6th July 2026
Resolved to be noted.
13171: Annual Report 2025/26: 
The draft Annual Report was reviewed by Council prior to the meeting. An amendment to a contact detail and photographs were agreed.
Resolved that the Annual Report for 2025/26 (with amendments) will be agreed. Translation will be arranged prior to publication.

13172: Account Schedule 437, together with Bank Reconciliation:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 437 totalling £25190.71 together with the Bank Reconciliation is agreed by council in line with standing orders. 
13173: Correspondence re Publications :
A request was made for the Town Council monthly article to be offered to Llais in addition to the Community Mag
Resolved that that the Town Council monthly article will be offered to Llais in addition to the Community Mag
13174: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13175: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
There were issues for electric wheelchair users, with dropped curb stones (particularly near the Gwachel Roundabout)  
Resolved that Neath Port Talbot Council will be made aware of the issues
13176: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on the 13th July 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
