[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th July 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor J Nemeth (presiding), J Watkins, B Howells, T Jones, M Davies (from 7.15pm) and G Davies 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor Ms J Lord, E Harper (Youth Representative), P Temblett, Ms G Ffrancon, D Brain and Ms L Purcell
Apologies:
Councillor A Richards and S Todd (Annual Leave), M Vincent (Childcare) and H Davies (main employment conflict)
Resolved to be noted.
13177: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor Ms G Ffrancon (Grant applicant family member)
Resolved to be noted.
13178: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 8th June 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 8th June 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13179: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13180: Trebanos Hall refurbishment:
· Bilingual paper consultation documents were available from Pontardawe Arts Centre and Trebanos Community Hall. Online consultation documents had been added to the Town Council socials and to the website
· Letters of Support had been requested from the local schools, and the groups using the facility
· It was agreed that borrowing approval should be obtained from the Welsh Government to ensure a Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) loan could be accessed, if required
· An expression of Interest should be forwarded to the Community facilities Grant body with the Trebanos hall Management committee as lead, partnered with Pontardawe Town Council
· Following a response Council could then look at additional funding from the Big Lottery fund
· Clwb ieuenctid Trebannws had pledged £1000 towards the project
· The new County Borough Member would also be approached with a request for funding via their People and Places Grant.
Resolved that the Clerk will take all appropriate action and report back at the September Ordinary meeting
13181: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
May 47 total crimes up from April total of 40 (top four Violence 24, Anti-social behaviour 10, Public Order 3 and Criminal Damage 3)
Trebanos Statistics
May 4 total crimes down from April total of 8 (top four Violence 3, and Public Order 1)
Council was also advised that Operation Arnellia, that had been carried out recently, resulted in 16 vehicles (1 Surron, 3 E-bikes and 12 E-Scooters) being seized.
Resolved to be noted
13182: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Council congratulated Councillor J Watkins, who had recently been elected as County Borough Member for the Trebanos Ward, following  the recent byelection. They wished him well for his term of office
Both Councillors A Richards and H Davies were absent. Councillor J Watkins had only recently been elected into post.
Resolved to be noted
13183: Grant Applications:
Councillor Mrs G Ffrancon declared and interest in the grant application for the St Peters Church flower festival as a family member was part of the organising committee, she took no part in the discussion or decision on the application
Friends of George V Park, Pontardawe Arena, Cariad, Swansea Valley Cardiac Support, Pontardawe Twinning, Pontardawe Conservation volunteers, Llanguicke trust, and GCG Band had all thanked Council for their grant awards
Pontardawe RFC had also provided a completion statement.
Following agreement by the Mayor, the Town Council had also provided a letter of support for the Friends of Pontardawe Arts Centre to accompany their application to a third party grant provider, for funding for additional forecourt furniture at Pontardawe Arts Centre.
· St Peters Flower festival - £250 awarded 
· Pontardawe Cricket Club - £700 awarded 
· The Friends of Pontardawe Arts Centre - £500 awarded 
Resolved that a grant for £250 be awarded to St Peters Flower Festival, £700 to Pontardawe Cricket club and £500 to the Friends of Pontardawe Arts Centre

13184: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) –The additional information requested from the grant providers would be provided shortly
· MUGA at George V Park – The Neath Port Talbot Council Urban Nature project manager had confirmed that the budget had been agreed to improve the courts by the introduction of some hedgerow, paths and a wildflower meadow. The design was in the process of completion with procurement then being arranged. It was anticipated that the phase one of the project would be delivered within the current financial year. 
Resolved to be noted.
13185: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
The Clerk had requested updates in line with Council’s requirements 
· Godrergraig School –No additional information could be made available at this time
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool –No further information was available following the  previous update from Councillor Richards 
· Gelligron House– Neath Port Talbot Estates had confirmed that the building was currently being held for future operational purposes
· ‘The Cross’ –  Following the completion of the feasibility study, funding was being sought from the Welsh Government 
The Clerk confirmed that updates were requested monthly
Resolved to be noted
13186: Place Plans:
No update was currently available
Resolved that 
13187: Blue Plaque scheme:
Council was advised that the plaque was in the process of being commissioned.
The Dedication Ceremony was being arranged at Ty Gwrhyd on the 18th September with invitees from the family, Town Councillors, representatives of the County Borough and former friends of Dafydd Rowlands. A Choir from Dyffryn y Glower would also perform
Tea and light refreshments would also be arranged.
Resolved that numbers would be determined, and simultaneous translation identified
13188: Remembrance:
SAG Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council and invitations sent by the Clerk. The Parade, War Memorial Service, decorations and refreshments would be organised by the Royal British Legion
Resolved to be noted
13189: Christmas 2026:
SAG Forms had been forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council. Details of the Event were also discussed.
Christmas Lights Tender – This had been posted on Sell2wales in line with current guidelines however there had been no tenders received. It was therefore acceptable to direct award the contract
‘Lite’ and Centragreat the current suppliers had provided details of a rental contract for Christmas Lights for a three year period within the £18,000 pa budget. The display could be coloured or gold/white
Resolved: that ‘Lite’ and Centregreat be contracted to supply the Christmas Lights for a three year period (2026-28) at the stated cost. Council preferred a coloured display
13190: Trebanos Ward Vacancy:
Unfortunately, there had been no applications for the current Co-Option
Resolved: that the Clerk will advertise the Co-Option during August with the intention of Co-Opting in the September Ordinary meeting
13191: Planning:
P2026/0410
Applicant: Mr Alex Mountjoy, Ty Gwyn, Baglan Energy Park, Brunel Way, Neath SA11 2FP
Site Location: Hafan Brynheulog, Ffordd Brynheulog, Pontardawe SA8 4JW
Proposed Development: Removal of the existing pitched entrance roof structures and replacement with a new flat roof to the existing entrance (existing canopy and entrance doors to remain)
There was a full and frank discussion on the proposals, and although a waste to hydrogen facility was laudable, there were some concerns:
Concerns regarding emissions: particularly relating to emissions which may enter the water table as Cwm Du was nearby which was used by many of the community for recreational purposes. Cwm du was a clean area which had been showcased recently on national media as a clean deindustrialised area. It was felt that this green area could not be compromised by a new industry in the valley. 
There was no mention of how many jobs will be created by this new industry.
There were also concern about ‘10 HGVs per day’ using the roads. The impact this would have on Pontardawe’ s through traffic would be immense as well as upon the road surfaces which would be greatly impacted. There was also concern about children’s safety whilst walking to and from Rhyd y Fro primary school. 
The proposed site for building this recycling plant was on the old Abernant colliery site. This in itself could be dangerous in terms of subsidence, flooding etc. 
Resolved That the County Borough will be made aware of Council’s concerns. Individual Council Member would also be encouraged to contact the County Borough regarding this application
13192: Internal Auditor: 
The Current Internal Auditor was to cease trading and therefore an alternative auditor would be required from the 1st April 2027
The Clerk had made enquiries and had obtained some recommendations:
Ammanford Town Council recommended Claire Lingard however no response had been received from the Clerks enquiry to the auditor
Cilybebyll Community Council recommended Fergusson & Peters however unfortunately  there would be conflict of interests, as the end of year accounts and wages were prepared by this company 
The ‘Internal Audit forum’ recommended auditor in South Wales was Lisa Mcmail however this service would be remote only 
Gwaun Cae Gurwen Community Council recommended Salina Loum who had quoted £660 including VAT for an end of year audit. (This was in line with the current contract) 
Resolved that as an in person rather than remote audit was preferable, Salina Loum would be contracted to carry out the internal audit for 2026/27
13193: Social Media Post: 
A proposed social media post was reviewed to determine if it was permissible to be shared on the Town Council socials pages.
Resolved to be noted.
13194: Mayors Civic Service / Event: 
The rules agreed for the Mayors Civic Service/Event had been reviewed in full and the following events would be acceptable during each Mayors year in Office
The Mayor could decide on one of the following:
1. A non- denominational Civic Service at St Peters Church. This would be presided over by the resident vicar in conjunction with a pastor of the Mayors Choice from within or outside the Town Council area (if requested) - Costs of the Invitations and Order of Service printing would be covered by the Town Council, with the cost of the entertainment and buffet covered by the Mayor from their Mayors allowance (St Peters Church has a capacity of 350)
1. A Civic Event held in a non-religious venue (It would be the responsibility of the Mayor to reduce their personal invitees to ensure that the Civic guests were accommodated, if the size of the venue was an issue) Costs of the Invitation printing would be covered by the Town Council, a sum equivalent to the costs of the Orders of Service could be used for entertainment, with the cost of the buffet covered by the Mayor from their Mayors allowance
1. A non-denominational Civic Service held at another religious venue within the Pontardawe area with a full time Pastor, in conjunction with a pastor of the Mayors choice from within or outside the Town Council area (if requested) - (It would be the responsibility of the Mayor to reduce their personal invitees to ensure that the Civic guests were accommodated, if the size of the venue was an issue) Costs of the Invitations and Order of Service printing would be covered by the Town Council, with the cost of the entertainment and buffet covered by the Mayor from their Mayors allowance
1. No Civic Service/Event
Resolved to be agreed.
13195: Trebanos RFC Car Park: 
The Clerk had been advised that the Trebanos RFC Car park was no longer available for users of Trebanos Community Hall, however, this was found to be incorrect.
Resolved to be noted.
13196: Training and Development Plan: 
The current training and development plan had been made available to Councillors prior to the meeting
Resolved to be agreed.
13197: Account Schedule 438, together with Bank Reconciliation and Budget/Actual report for Q1:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 438 totalling £21797.71 together with the Bank Reconciliation and the Budget/Actual report for Q1 is agreed by council, in line with standing orders. 
13198: Correspondence re One Voice Wales area Committee :
It was advisable for two representatives to be elected for the committee. 
Resolved that Councillor Jamie Nemeth would join Councillor Linet Purcell as representative of Pontardawe Town Council 
13199: Correspondence re the Neath Port Talbot Council standards committee :
Councillors were provided with the report prior to the meeting
Resolved to be noted 
13200: Correspondence re Electric Wheelchair battery charging:
Council had no control over private business willingness to charge Electric wheelchairs
Resolved to be noted
13201: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13202: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
None
Resolved to  be noted.
13203: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on the 14th September 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
