[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 12th October 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor J Nemeth (presiding), B Howells, T Jones, M Davies, Ms L Purcell, Ms E Harper (Youth Representative) left at 8.22 pm, Cai Ladd, and G Davies 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor Ms G Ffrancon, S Todd left at 8.20 pm, A Richards and D Brain left at 8.15pm
Apologies:
Councillor J Watkins (Annual Leave), M Vincent (main employment conflict) Ms J Lord (Annual Leave), and H Davies (Main employment conflict)
Resolved to be noted.
Absent:
Councillor P Temblett
Resolved to be noted.
13235: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
None
Resolved to be noted.
13236: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 14th September 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting (redacted and confidential) held on the 14th September, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13237: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13238: Trebanos Hall refurbishment:
· The Clerk had made enquiries with Neath Port Talbot Council and had identified an additional funding pot available, linked to the County Borough Councillors PIPif grant allocation (NIP application) – The application window was extremely tight with a full application together will all supporting documentation required prior to the 31st October. The Clerk confirmed that the application and all relevant supporting document had  been collated, and submitted prior to the deadline. A response was awaited for both grants
· The Clerk suggested that an application should be submitted to the Welsh Government for loan agreement for the full construction cost prior to any construction being carried out. This would provide financial flexibility and would allow a public service board loan in the event of unexpected costs which exceeded Reserves. The loan authorisation could be cancelled if not required, following the build. There would be no cost associated with the agreement
· The Clerk had also attended the ‘Meet the funder’ event and had identified several smaller grant pots that could be applied for, to cover some of the additional work. It was also suggested that Smaller grant pots could be applied for annually to cover improvements to the Community Halls
· Community Facilities Grant – No response had been received from the Expression of Interest
Resolved that the Clerk will arrange for Welsh Government approval for a Public Service Board Loan prior to any construction being carried out at Trebanos Hall, for the full cost of the construction phase. She will also apply for a smaller £30,000 Big Lottery fund grant to support further improvements to Trebanos Hall.
13239: Ynysmeudwy Hall Report:
Council was advised that unfortunately Land Registry title registration was absent which would prevent any applications for PIPif grant funding for both Ynysmeudwy Hall and Park. The Clerk would take action to arrange for the registration however the timescales involved with this action would prevent a grant application this financial year.
The Clerk was currently obtaining quotes for a replacement boiler which would need to be funded from Reserves.
Resolved that as it was prudent to replace the boiler at Trebanos Hall as soon as possible, an Extraordinary General Meeting with Plenary Powers would be arranged as soon as the relevant quotations were available.
The Clerk will also arrange Land Registry title registration for both Ynysmeudwy Hall and Park including the appointment of professional advisers
13240: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
August crimes 43 down from July total crimes 44 (top four; Violence 20, Anti-social behaviour 7, Public Order 8 and Criminal Damage 3)
Trebanos Statistics
August crimes 13 up from July total crimes 0 (top four; Public Order 5, Violence 5, Anti-social behaviour 2 and Other theft 1)  
Resolved to be noted
13241: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor Richard provided the following information:
The County Borough Members annual meeting with Highway officials had been carried out. Several areas of concern had been discussed including:
· New road, Ynysmeudwy – Children’s safety at Llangiwg School. Although the Statistics had shown no accidents in this area, there were significant concerns raised by parents and residents over speeding and crossing safety in this area. A site meeting with Highway Officers was to be arranged.
· Crossing facilities and speeding were also an issues at Commercial road in Rhyd-y-Fro
· Heol Las also Herbert Street/ Tawe Terrace – Additional signage had been discussed to dissuade HGV access in these areas
· High Street/ Brynawel, High Street/Glanrhyd, Thomas street/Arthur Terrace – Issues concerning visibility due to vehicles parked close to the junctions
· Parking restrictions were also being reviewed at Derwen Deg/Ael-y-fro and Heathfield road
· Capital works had also been started (or completed) at Sycamore lane, Grove Road, and Lon Deg
Council was made aware that the Pontardawe Ward had the highest proportion of allocated funding for Highway issues in the borough
County Borough Members and Town Councillors had also attended a site meeting at Orchard Street with residents and Neath Port Talbot Officers concerning property damp caused by the current block paving. A response to concerns raised was awaited
It was also raised that signage on the A474 warning of Cattle was only visible from one direction. 
Council also commented that the Clock Town incorporated within the roof of the Public Conveniences at Herbert Street were not operational
Resolved that Council will to monitor the position at Orchard Street. 
13242: Grant Applications:
The Grant budget had been utilised for 2026/27
Letters of Thanks had been received from the Royal British Legion, Glantawe Lions, Pontardawe Hub and Trebanos RFC.
Trebanos RFC had also requested agreement for the new picnic benches to be placed in a different location within the Park
Resolved that permission will be provided for the picnic benches to be placed at an alternative location within the park
13243: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) – Work would commence December/January
· Friends of George V Park –  The Friends of George V Park had been successful in a grant to Tai Tarian which had allowed the painting of the Bowls Pavilion
· MUGA project at George V Park – The Nature Project Manager had requested Council consider agreeing to a Town Council lease for the Paths and Benches at the developed area. Council had a full and frank discussion but decided that they were unable to take responsibility for any further assets at this time.
Resolved that the Town Council will not agree to accepting responsibility under a lease for the paths and benches at the George V Park MUGA Project at this time
13244: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
The Clerk had requested updates in line with Council’s requirements 
· Godrergraig School –The Welsh Government had refused funding for a replacement school and therefore the temporary school would close. The children would be relocated to Llangiwg School which would undergo refurbishment to accommodate
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool –No further updates were available at this time
· Gelligron House– No further updates were available at this time 
· ‘The Cross’ –  The County Borough Members were awaiting a response from Estates re the building condition and maintenance schedule 
The Clerk confirmed that updates were requested monthly
Resolved to be noted
13245: Place Plans:
Council was dismayed by social media reports that the Place Plans had been agreed although no direct report had been received by the Town Council from the County Borough. 
A response from the County Borough stated that the publication was a requirement of the scrutiny process and that all feedback from Town Councillors and other stakeholders had formed part of the process.
They also confirmed that the plan was a requirement for many funding opportunities but was an active document that would evolve over time in response to changing priorities
Resolved to be noted
13246: Remembrance:
The relevant road closure licences had been obtained for the Event and all additional organisation was in progress via the Town Clerk and the Royal British Legion, Pontardawe Branch. Further publicity via social media would be provided shortly.
The Clerk requested Councillors be available to Marshall the event, and also thanked ‘My Green Valley’ for their willingness to also provide Marshals 
Resolved that both the Royal British Legion, Pontardawe Branch and ‘My Green Valley’ be thanked for their participation 
13247: Christmas 2026:
The relevant road closure licences had been obtained for the Event and organisation of the Event was ongoing. Further publicity via social media would be provided shortly.
Unfortunately, we were still without a Dame or Master of Ceremony at present 
Resolved: to be noted.
13248: Mayor’s Civic Event:
The Mayors Civic Event would take place on the 18th October 2026 at Gellionen Chapel commencing at 2.30pm. Invitations had been sent
Resolved: that the Mayors Civic Event will take place on the 18th October 2026 at Gellionen Chapel commencing at 2.30pm.
13249: Probation Service unpaid work department/Litter:
It was suggested that the Probation Service ‘Unpaid Work department’ be contacted to determine if they could litter pick during the Pontardawe Music Festival.
Councillors would also provide the Clerk with any ideas for additional utilisation of this service within the Pontardawe Town Council area
Resolved that the Clerk will liaise with ‘My Green Valley’, collate ideas, and will contact the Probation Service ‘Unpaid Work department’.
13250: Abandoned Shopping Trolleys:
Council had been provided with the Newport Council ‘Abandoned Shopping Trolley’ Policy prior to the meeting
There was a full discussion on the current issues.
Resolved that My Green Valley be asked for a breakdown of the number of abandoned trolleys by retailer. The Clerk will contact the retailers’ requesting details of the policies to prevent trolley abandonment. The Clerk will also contact the County Borough Waste Enforcement department to suggest they review a similar policy to Newport Council.
13251: Planning:
none
Resolved to be noted.
13252: Completion of Audit 2025/26: 
The Clerk confirmed that Wales Audit had completed the Audit for 2025/26 with no issues raised. The relevant notices had been published within the recommended deadline
Resolved that Council will agree the 2025/26 Completion of Audit
13253: Youth Councillors: 
The Clerk and Esther (Youth Councillor) had liaised to identify methods of improving communication with young people. The following had been discussed:
· A Youth Instagram account linked to the Town Council account with youth focussed content  - Such as reels and videos
· Target specific Events that the Town Council are involved with or organise
· Stories from Councillors 
· Councillors to attend in person assemblies
· Ensure that young people are aware of the age range and that they can live outside the Town Council area provided they have a link to the area
Council thanked Esther for her insight and were happy to support a project to address some of the issues
Resolved that Council will support a project to improve the communication with Young People and raise the profile of the Youth Councillor position
13254: Ground Maintenance and Electrical testing: 
Council was advised that no cost increases had been received from Tawe Landscape, the current groundworks contractors. As the company had provided extremely good service, it was agreed to extend the contract for the 2027/28 year.
The Clerk had requested quotes for PAT/Electrical and Alarm Testing from three suppliers to ensure that value for money was being obtained
A&B Electric who had provided the service for several years was the lowest quote
Resolved that Tawe Landscape will be the contracted for ground maintenance for 2027/28 and that A&B Electric would be contracted for Electrical/Alarm testing for 2026/27 and 2027/28
13255: Town and Community Council Charter: 
 Council was advised that a revised Charter was being created 
Resolved to be noted.
13256: Neath Port Talbot Area Committee:
The Mayor had attended on behalf of Council. Several topics had been discussed including NPT Waste management (Electric vehicles and targets, Lack of engagement with stakeholders, training and the forthcoming elections in 2027
Resolved that the Mayor will provide an email with additional details, which will be forwarded to Councillors
13257: 2027/28 Precept: 
 The Clerk will create draft documents for discussion at the November Ordinary meeting 
Resolved to be noted.
13258: Account Schedule 440, together with Bank Reconciliation and Actual/Budget report for the Half Year:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 440 totalling £34712.26 together with the Bank Reconciliation and the Budget/Actual Report for the half year, will be agreed in line with standing orders. Council also agreed to supporting the cost of SLCC Membership of £316.
13259: The Democracy and Boundary Commission -Guide to the 2030 Review of Senedd Constituencies :
Councillors were provided with the document for review prior to the meeting
Resolved to be noted.
13260: Draft Annual Remuneration Report for 2027/28 :
Councillors were provided with the document for review prior to the meeting
Resolved that the current remuneration will be retained as follows:
· All Councillor will receive the £156 extra cost payment unless they opt out in writing
· The Mayor to receive the Senior role payment of £500 plus a Civic payment of £450 (Total £950)
· The Deputy Mayor to receive a Civic Payment of £300
· Office Consumables to be reimbursed in full (with all receipts) once a year in March 
13261: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13262: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
None
Resolved to  be noted.
13263: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on the 9th November 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
