[bookmark: _Hlk219190582]Ordinary General Meeting held on the 11th May 2026. The meeting was held at the Gallery, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with Hybrid facilities by virtual platform Zoom, and commenced at 6.45pm
Present:
Councillor J Nemeth (presiding), Ms J Lord, Ms G Ffrancon, B Howells, M Vincent, M Davies, Ms L Purcell, S Todd, J Watkins and D Brain 
Present online by Zoom:
Councillor A Richards, H Davies and Ms E Harper (Youth Representative)
Apologies:
Councillor G Davies (Annual Leave), T Jones (Prior engagement)
Absent:
Councillor P Temblett
Councillor Ms R Phillips had been elected to the Senedd on the 7th May 2026. In line with regulations, she therefore resigned as a Town Councillor with immediate effect. A vacancy would be declared for the Trebanos ward on the 12th May 2026. Members of the Public therefore had 14 days to request a byelection. If byelection was not called then the post would be filled by Co-Option.
Resolved to be noted.
13131: Disclosure of Personal and Pecuniary Interests
Councillor J Lord (Royal British Legion – Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. She also declared a personal interest in any discussion on the George V Park project. Councillor S Todd (Pontardawe Conservation volunteer - Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. Councillor M Davies (Pontardawe RFC -Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision of the grant
Resolved to be noted.
13132: Signing of the Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th April 2026
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting held on the 13th April 2026, having been read and confirmed as a true record be accepted by Council 
13133: Matters raised by Members of the Public:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13134: Presentation on behalf of Foster Wales:
Information was provided on the Foster Wales ‘Business on board’ programme to raise awareness of the Service, and the flexibility of fostering. It also highlighted the three levels of input (Blue, Orange and Green) for business to promote the service and details of the point of contact for the Pontardawe Area.
The representative was thanked for attending the meeting and providing details of the service
Resolved that details of the slides and contacts will be forwarded to Councillors.

13135: Trebanos Hall refurbishment:
The draft business plan for the Trebanos Hall refurbishment was made available to Councillors prior to the meeting.
Although the surveys showed significant costs to refurbish the whole building it was decided that this could be managed on a phased basis with grants and loans. It was also suggested that the inclusion of Solar panels from the separate energy efficiency assessment should be included in the overall plan.
A full discussion was carried out with details of the public service board load, various available grants together with their requirements and the priorities of the refurbishment.
It was agreed to carry out the public consultation, produce a costed plan for a possible Pride in Place grant application to cover energy efficient rendering, and to submit an expression of interest for a Community Facilities grant with third party funding via reserves for a larger grant to cover larger parts of the refurbishment (to include the roof and solar panel)
Council would partner with the Trebanos Hall Management Committee who might lead on some of the applications 
Resolved that the Clerk will liaise  with the Trebanos Hall management committee to discuss a partnership agreement, put together full documentation for a possible Pride in Place grant application, and review actions necessary for an expression of interest in a Communities facilities grant application.
13136: Police Matters:
Pontardawe Statistics
March total 47 crimes up from February 23 (top four Violence 27, Anti-social behaviour 5, Public Order 5 and Criminal Damage 3)
Trebanos Statistics
March total 3 crimes down from February 5 (top four Violence 2 and Drugs 1)
The new Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant was Jordan Davies. He had already introduced himself by email and had expressed an interest in working closely with the Town Council and local community.
Resolved that Sergeant was Jordan Davies and PCSO Jess Ford will be invited to a future meeting
13137: Monthly update from the Neath Port Talbot Council Members: 
Councillor Ms R Phillips had resigned her seat following the Senedd Election
Councillor A Richards
· There were several issues with flooding and drainage being investigated
· The Cariad Children’s Project was now operational 
· Empty and derelict buildings were now being monitored monthly
· Due to the pre-election period restrictions, Member actions we restricted to essential business only
Councillor H Davies
· The resurfacing of Gelligron and James Street was ongoing
· Parking issues at Herbert Street was being investigated
· The construction of the McDonalds restaurant adjacent to Tesco had begun
· A Drug and Alcohol board had been created for Swansea and Neath
Resolved to be noted .
13138: Grant Applications:
Councillor J Lord (Royal British Legion – Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. Councillor S Todd (Pontardawe Conservation volunteer - Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision. Councillor M Davies (Pontardawe RFC -Grant) left the meeting for the duration of the discussion and decision of the grant
Pontardawe Heritage Centre and the Swansea Valley Cardiac Support had forwarded letters of thanks
· Friends of King George V Park – Family Fun day - £500 awarded
· Pontardawe RFC – Food Festival - £1500 awarded
· Pontardawe Twinning association – 40th anniversary events - £750 awarded
· Alltwen Heels – Materials for the knitted decorations for Pontardawe - £300 awarded
· Pontardawe Conservation volunteers - £480 awarded for PPE (Further information was requested for the balance of the grant request
Further information would be requested from the Cariad Children’s project to support their grant request.
Resolved that a grant for £500 will be awarded to the Friends of George V Park, £1500 to Pontardawe RFC, £750 to the Pontardawe Twinning association, £300 to Alltwen heels, £480 to the Pontardawe conservation volunteers  
13139: Clerks update on Eco and Wellbeing Committee including Cwmdu:
Short Term projects identified and action required:
· NPT Biodiversity grant (phase 3) –An application had been made with a response awaited  
· MUGA at George V Park – There had been some damage to benches and bird boxes at the park that would be addressed during the initial refurbishment
· All work required by the Cwmdu 2025 management plan had now been completed.
Resolved to be noted.
13140: Significant closures - Pontardawe Swimming Pool, the Cross Community Centre and Gelligron House:
· Godrergraig School –No additional information could be made available at this time
· Pontardawe Swimming Pool –No additional information was available at this time 
· Gelligron House– No additional information was available at this time
· ‘The Cross’ –  No additional information was available at this time 
Resolved to be noted
13141: Place Plans:
The second round of workshops had been arranged with one scheduled for Pontardawe. Stakeholders including the Town Council had received an invitation
Resolved to be noted
13142: Blue Plaque scheme:
The Clerk and Councillor Jones were due to meet the County Borough Heritage Officer to finalise the location of the plaque. 
Resolved to be noted.
13143: Remembrance:
Invitations had already been sent. SAG forms had been completed and would be forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council once supporting documents had been received from Core
Resolved to be noted
13144: Christmas 2026:
SAG forms had been completed and would be forwarded to Neath Port Talbot Council once supporting documents had been received from Core
Resolved to be noted
13145: Planning:
P2026/0197 had been received however a planning committee had not been requested and therefore the consultation period had been allowed to lapse
Resolved to be noted.
13146: Internal Auditors Report: 
The Internal Auditors final report was made available prior to the meeting
Resolved that the Internal Auditors final report for 2025/26 will be agreed.




13147: Annual Return for 2025/26: 
The Annual Return was made available prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that the Annual Return for 2025/26 will be agreed, and signed by the Mayor on behalf of Council.
13148: Town Council insurance: 
The Clerk requested three quotes from specialist insurers for Municipal insurance as the Town Councils insurance will require renewal on the 1st June.
Gallagher did not provide a quote. Quotes were received from ‘Clear’ and Zurich.
The Town Councils current insurers were Zurich and Clear were recognised as a trusted insurance partner by the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC). 
Both companies provided three year agreements which reduced costs
Resolved ‘Clear’ would be contracted for Insurance with a 3 year agreement
13149: Account Schedule 436, together with Bank Reconciliation:
All documents were made available to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
Resolved that Account Schedule 436 totalling £21347.54 together with the Bank Reconciliation is agreed by council in line with standing orders. The Clerk also explained that Independent remuneration payments for Councillors would be paid early in June (Any Councillors wishing to opt out would need to submit signed forms to the Clerk prior to the end of May)
13150: Correspondence re procedure :
It was requested that a seat and water be supplied for Councillors needing to leave a meeting due to interests.
Resolved that that the Clerks Office will be made available with drinking water for each meeting.
13151: HOREB Chapel and graveyard :
A local resident was in the process of identifying the responsibility for maintenance for the HOREB churchyard, they were also concerned about the derelict condition of the chapel on James street
Resolved that that the request will be addressed by the County Borough Member
13152: Consultations:
None
Resolved to be noted.
13153: Urgent Road Safety Matters and responses:
There were ongoing safety issues at the Zebra crossing adjacent to Llangiwg school. 
Resolved that the County Borough Member will arrange a site meeting to discuss
13154: Next Meeting:
The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on the 8th June 2026 with hybrid facilities. The physical meeting to take place at the Gallery, 2nd Floor, Pontardawe Arts Centre, Herbert Street, Pontardawe with support from the virtual platform Zoom. 


Signed ………………………………………………………………………

 Dated ……………………………………………………………………..
